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Response to reading: Fundamental freedoms
The class reading covers the fundamental freedom of speech, conscience, religion, and association, some of the most critical freedoms that define citizenry. The lesson builds upon the previous class readings that represent fundamental freedoms and justice. The introductory section of this chapter on fundamental justice elaborately defines what defines these essential human aspects and in what chapter of the constitution they are found.
In this class reading, the author notes that the fundamental freedoms of speech, conscience, and religion are often taken for granted and are therefore easily alienated even without the citizens' awareness. Freedom of conscience is defined as the choice of a citizen to belong to a specific school of thought, have a different viewpoint or opinions that are free from the influence of other people and the government. As I was reading this section of the chapter, I understood the freedom of conscience as a citizen's fundamental freedom to have a mind of their own. 
Freedom of religion is the fundamental human right to choose whatever religious practices we deem fit and have the freedom to associate with others who subscribe to the same beliefs as us. On the other hand, the freedom of association is the fundamental human right to identify and connect with people or groups of people a citizen feels connected with and reflect their ideologies or religious beliefs. All these fundamental freedoms are closely linked with the freedom of speech, which essentially is the right that empowers a citizen to voice their opinions freely, free of victimization, opposition, and harassment by other citizens or the government.  
The class reading notes that freedoms are often taken for granted. Often, we become caviler about these fundamental freedoms, which are arguably impeded in the confines of the modern liberal democracy. The notion that these freedoms are fundamental often leads us to take them for granted, alienating them from other citizens. The author referred to historical periods when these fundamental freedoms were alienated from the citizens. For example, during the Nazi reign, the Jews were denied all these fundamental human freedoms and were horrendously tortured and killed for simply belonging to the Jewish religion. The reading also refers to slavery, colonization, and genocides as historical periods where people were denied their fundamental human freedoms by nations and people who had bigotry ideologies.
The class reading further argues that violation of fundamental freedoms takes a historical form and a contemporary form in today's world. Today, in many parts of the world, people still grapple with oppression, brutality, and repression of their freedoms. It is evident that even with the growth in awareness of the importance of human liberties and rights, people are still denied these fundamental rights throughout the world. As I reflected on this particular aspect of global human freedoms, I couldn't help wonder whether religion had played a significant role in propagating this violation of human freedoms. Today, it is a commonplace to have religious extremist groups that argue that terrorism is a divine command from their gods. Therefore, the question of to what extent fundamental freedoms should be allowed plagued my mind as I reflected on the concepts alluded to in this reading.
The reading also presents to the reader a need for international cooperation to guarantee the protection of global human freedoms and social justice. To this extent, the Canadian fundamental justice system includes some international law protecting human liberties. Canada is part of international treaties on human freedoms and therefore cannot contravene these international conventions. To this extent, the reading proposes a need for international cooperation to guarantee and secure the fundamental freedoms that define humanity.
